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The State of the World’s Children 2008 provides a wide-ranging assessment of the current state of child survival and primary health care for mothers, newborns and children. These issues lie at the heart of human progress, serving as sensitive barometers of a country’s development and well-being and telling evidence of its priorities and values. Investing in the health of children and their mothers is not only a human rights imperative, it is also a sound economic decision and one of the surest ways for a country to set its course towards a better future.
The remarkable advances in reducing child deaths that many developing countries have achieved in recent decades provide reason for optimism. Since 1960, the earliest year for which the number of child deaths per year is currently available, the annual number of child deaths around the world has been halved. And yet, much remains to be done, because every day, on average, more than 26,000 children under the age of five die around the world, mostly from preventable causes. Nearly all of them live in the developing world or, more precisely, in 60 ’priority’ developing countries and territories. 
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