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Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – This study, which traces the map of the Catholic Church in the United States of America, is presented in view of Pope Benedict XVI 's imminent Apostolic Journey to that country. Starting with the history of how the Catholic religion arrived and spread among the colonies in this part of the New Continent, with successive waves of migration from the 16th to the 20th century, our analysis also treats the origin and the achievements of the new Republic. 

With the creation in the last century of its governing body, the United States Catholic Bishops' Conference, the activity of the Church was structured at the local and national levels, in the mission of evangelisation and service to the community faced with various humanitarian and social problems  imposed by the century which closed only a few years ago; nevertheless the size of the new problems and those still unsolved in this 21st century is significant and in the field there remain many battles -– old and new - to ensure social justice, human rights and to fight poverty, debates in which the Catholic Church in the United States today is actively involved.
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